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Now that you are a referee, how do you go about finding a game where you can use 
your new skills?  In the Dayton area, game assignments are handled by the Dayton 
Area Soccer Officials Association, DASOA.  The task of getting qualified officials to the 
right field at the right time is coordinated by a small group of USSF certified assignors 
and is handled through an internet website.  The purpose of this paper is to explain how 
that process works so you can begin working the first week of the upcoming season. 
 
The address for the scheduling website is http://www.thegameschedule.com/.  You may 
be presented with the option to login to the High School or Youth Competitive Schedule: 
choose the Youth Competitive Schedule.   
 

 
 
 
The upper portion of the screen allows anyone to view the schedule by division and 
team or by date and complex.   
 
The lower portion of this screen is where the referee logs into the system using their 
referee ID# and password.   If you have forgotten your password, use the function 
immediately to the right of the login block and your password will be sent to the email 
address we have on file.  The login process accomplishes two tasks: it limits access to 
the site to certified referees and it “tells the system” who you are.   
 

http://www.thegameschedule.com/


2 
 

2/29/2008   

 
 
If you do not know your referee ID#, please contact the youth assignor, 
assignor@dasoa.org.   
 
Once you enter your ID# and password, the system will take you to the primary game 
assignment page, shown below.  On the top line, the system should have properly 
identified you by referee ID# and name.  If, for some reason, the name and number do 
not correspond to you, please do not proceed with scheduling.   
 
There are two sides to the main page once you log in: the left side is for scheduling 
games and the right side is for completing game reports after a match has been played.  
On the scheduling side there are three radio button options: “Only My Games”, “My 
Games and Open Games”, and “All Games”.  These options allow you to limit the 
information that you have to deal with.  If you want to check your own schedule, choose 
“Only My Games” and you will see only those matches to which you are currently 
assigned.   
 
If you are interested in adding one or more games to your schedule, choose “My Games 
+ Open Games”.  This will display all the games that you have already committed to 
plus all of the games where there are openings.  The last choice, “All Games”, will 
display all of the games in the selected time period.  This last option displays a lot of 
information and is unnecessary in most instances.  
 
 

mailto:assignor@dasoa.org
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The next option is to identify the period of time you are interested in.  There are seven 
choices, including: “Today”, “Next 3 Days”, “Next 7 Days”, “Next 14 Days”, “Next 30 
Days”, “Remainder of Season” and “Entire Season”.     
 
The final menu option is the “Show Games at this Complex”.  You can restrict the 
search to a specific complex or “All Complexes”.   
 
When you have made your selections, click on the “Show Games” button and the 
games you have requested for the specified period of time will appear.  Here is what 
you will see when you make that selection. 
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If you decide that you need to expand or contract the period of time for some reason, it 
is best not use the “Back” button on your internet browser, use the “Go Back” function 
on the web page, immediately above the frame entitled “Game Schedule”.  The table 
that appears is a chronological display of the scheduled games that you requested, in 
this case “My Games + Open Games”, for the time period that you specified. 
 
The first column is the game number.  This is an important number for the system and 
the assignors, but is not a critical piece of information for you unless you need to refer to 
the game for some administrative purpose.  The second column is the game level, the 
age group of the match.  There may be a suffix after the age group, a “G” or “B”, which 
is used to designate a girl’s or a boy’s match.   The third column is the date of the match 
and the fourth column is the time of the match.  Column 5 is the home field: this is 
where the match is going to be played.  If you click on the Home Field for the game you 
are interested in, the driving instructions will be displayed.  There may also be written 
directions for field locations available on the league websites.  The Miami Valley 
League, http://www.mvysa.com, The Cincinnati United Soccer League, 
http://www.cuslsoccer.com, the Tri-County League, http://www.tcysa.com/, and the 
Buckeye Premier League, http://www.buckeyepremier.com. 
 
Columns 6 and 7 are the home team and visiting team numbers, something that is of no 
real consequence unless there is an administrative issue at some point.  You can 
always return to the schedule and obtain this information if you need it.  Columns 8, 9 
and 10 are the referee and assistant referee assignments.  If there is a name in the 

http://www.mvysa.com/
http://www.cuslsoccer.com/
http://www.tcysa.com/
http://www.buckeyepremier.com/
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column, it is the referee that is currently assigned to that match.  In the first line of the 
schedule above under the column “Ref”, E. Grissom is the referee currently assigned to 
this match and the name under “ARef 1” is K. Box, the first assistant referee assigned to 
this match.  The box to the right of this name, “ARef 2”, has no name, but a button with 
the word “Add” appears instead.  This means that at the present time, there is no 
second assistant referee assigned to work on this match and you can choose to ADD 
this assignment to your schedule if you wish to.   If you wanted to add this match to your 
schedule, click the “ADD” button and the system will generate a confirmation screen.  
Click “Submit Request” and the request will be sent to the assignor who will either 
accept or reject your request. 
 
The other buttons on the schedule tell the system what you wish to do.  In the third line 
of the schedule, R. Wright is assigned to work as the Assistant Referee 1 on this match.  
(All of your games will be highlighted in green).  Logically, the only available action for 
him to take on this match is “DROP”.  If there is some reason why you can no longer 
work a match that you are assigned to work, find the match on your schedule and click 
the “DROP” button.   This will generate another window to confirm that this is what you 
wish to do, as shown below.  Take a moment to make sure that is what you want to do, 
add any necessary comments and click “Submit Request”. 
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If the request to drop the match is more than a week ahead of the scheduled match, you 
will be automatically removed from the match.  If the request to drop a game is made 
within 72 hours of the scheduled match, the assignor requires an explanation for why 
the change is being made on such short notice.  We recognize that there are changes in 
all of our lives that make it impossible to honor a commitment we had every intention of 
fulfilling when it was made.  Even though it may be the day before the match is going to 
be played, if you KNOW you cannot honor the commitment, please make every effort to 
tell us so and give us a brief explanation.  We would rather have last minute changes to 
deal with than have you just not appear.   
 
Looking at the table, you will see that there is no “ADD” button in the ARef2 position on 
the third line.  This is because this is the schedule for R. Wright and he is already 
scheduled to work as the other Assistant Referee.  If you see other blank spots in the 
schedule and the ADD button does not appear, this is usually because the system has 
compared the difficulty of each assignment with your qualifications and limits the 
available options to those positions that you are qualified work.  If you feel that you can 
work higher level matches that the system is excluding you from, please send a brief 
explanation of your training and experience as a referee to the assignor and they will 
look into the matter. 
 
Between the time that you request a match, and the time that the assignor takes action 
on your request, the schedule will display an orange highlighted “P”, for pending, as 
shown on line 7 above.  This precludes someone else from requesting the same match 
assignment until the assignor takes some action on the pending request.   
 
For requests to “ADD” a game, you will ALWAYS receive a reply that your request was 
accepted or rejected.  If accepted, your name will appear in the box on that game.  If, for 
some reason, the assignor rejects your request, you will be notified that the request was 
rejected and the slot will remain open and the “ADD” button will again be displayed. 
 
Why would the assignor reject your request?  In most cases, the system will preclude 
you from requesting games that may be more difficult than you are ready to handle.   
But there may be circumstances that you are unaware of that the assignor believes are 
important enough to warrant denying your request.  The goal in all of this is to get a full 
crew of qualified officials on each match.  
The schedule is updated immediately for “ADD” requests: a “P” appears in any box that 
you or another official has requested until the assignor accepts or rejects your request.  
Requests to “DROP” a match only appear as an opening when the assignor accepts 
your request to drop the assignment. 
 
The other button that appears is the “CANCEL” button.  This button was developed to 
allow the user to “change their mind”.  The “CANCEL” button only appears on those 
lines of the schedule where you have a pending request to ADD or DROP a game on 
your schedule and the assignor has not yet acted on that request.  Clicking on the 
“CANCEL” button generates a confirmation screen that is displayed below.  Confirm by 
selecting “SUBMIT REQUEST”, and the pending request will be eliminated.   
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Requests to ADD or DROP games are directed to the weekly assignor and will usually 
be accepted or rejected within 24 hours of the request.  If you have questions or 
problems, do not hesitate to ask the weekly coordinator for that week.  There is a link to 
the weekly assignors contact information on the login screen.   
 
The referee schedule is very dynamic, with literally hundreds of changes occurring 
every week.  If you are available to work and do not have any assignments for specific 
dates, keep checking the schedule regularly, new opportunities appear every day.  
 
 


